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“The Play’ s the thing.”— Ask for Thomas’s Observer. — 


HAYMARKET THEATRE. 

On Saturday night there was a very numerous audience here to wit- 
ness the production of Congreve’s Comedy of Zhe Way of the World. 
It was originally performed at Lincoln’s Inn Fields in the year 1700, 
and was afterwards revived at Covent Garden Theatre in 1787. The plot 
is constructed with greater care than Congreve usually bestowed upon 
this important point, but it is altogether a plot of intriguing and fashion- 
able depravity. First, there is Fainall, who winks at his wife’s misconduct 
in order that he may force her mother to purchase his silence by settling 
all her property upon him. ‘Then there is Lady Wishfort, a foolish hus- 
band-hunting old woman, who opposes her niece, Mrs. Millamant’s mar- 
riage with Mirabel, because she wants to marry the young fellow herself. 
Mrs. Fainall, who has had “an affair” with Mirable, also endeavours to 
hinder the match. Mrs. Marwood has “ an affair” with Fainall, but fall- 
ing in love with Mirable, wishes in like manner to prevent his marrying 
Mrs. Millamant. The alterations in this Comedy, as it was represented 
onSaturday consisted principally in changing the character of Mrs. Mar- 
wood into that of her husband, a pitiful, sneaking villain, who opposes the 
marriage of Mirable and Millamant through mercenary motives. The 
Comedy was cast with almost the whole strength of the Haymarket com- 
pany ; Madame Vestris personated J/i//amant in a very charming man- 
ner ; CharlesMathews was extremely effective in his delivery of the smart 
sayings belonging to the part of Witwoud; his acting was much ap- 
plauded. Buckstone created much laughter asPetulant, and greatly aided 
the success of the Comedy. W. Farren, as Sir Wilful Witwould, Vin- 
ing, as ainall, and Strickland, as Waztwell, were deservedly applauded. 
The piece was given out for ‘representation every evening this week. A 
new Drama, in one act, founded on an historical anecdote, called The 
Bastile, wiil be produced here this evening, the principal characters by 
Mr. Webster and Madame Celeste. 

ENGLISH OPERA HOUSE. 

In consequence of the great success of the Concerts at this Theatre, 
M. Jullien has entered into arrangements with Mr. Van Amburgh to give 
five more, the first of which will commence this evening. 

Adelphi.—The entertainments here, during the week, will consist of 
The Merchant and his Clerks, You Know What, Alma, and Norma. 
On Monday next. Mr. Rice, the celebrated American comedian and re- 
presentative of Negro character, will make his appearance in a new and 
original Farce, from the pen of Mr. E. Stirling. 

Olympic.—Life’s a Lottery, Norval, and The Soldier's Widow, are 
the performances at this Theatre, this week. 
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Queen’s—The amusements at this little Theatre this week, are The 
Spectre at Sea, Raising the Wind, and Jack Sheppard. 

Marylebone Theatre—Mr. Osbaldistone and Miss Vincent will ‘ap- 
pear at this Theatre to-night in The Black Domino. TheSaxonMaid, 
and A Chip of the Old Block, are the other pieces to be performed. 

Princess's Theatre.—This house opens onMonday next with the Opera 
of Sonnambula, and a new grand Musical Fairy Burletta, called The 
Yellow Dwarf, in which Mons. Denize and Madlle. Melanie Duval, (from 
the Academie Royal, Paris), will make their first appearance. 











Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 

Dear Mr. Eprror,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
—but will you excuse me—I have to mention that [’ve arranged so as to rub 
shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— 

Monday, paid another visit to the Taames TuNNEL, which is now completed, 
and is 1,200 feet in length. ‘The entrance is now on the Middlesex side, close to 
the Tunnel Pier at Wapping; the entrance to Rotherhithe is closed, in order to 
finish a new Staircase; on the completion of which the Tunnel will be opened as 
a thoroughfare for foot Passengers. Generally go by one of the steam boats, 
either from Hungerford, Adelphi, Temple Bar, Blackfriars Brydge, Old Shades 
Pier, or London Bridge,—very convenient. 

Tuesday, stroll to view the magnificent and numerous additions just added to 
Mavame lussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian Saloon, Baker-street, 
Portman-square :—An Historical Group, in Magnificent Armour, the Prince and 
Princess Royal, in their splendid cot, the King of Prussia, Commissioner Lin and 
his Consort, the gorgeous Robes of George the Fourth designed by himself at a 
cost of 18,000/., &e.—This exhibition is crowded daily with the elite of society. 

In the evening got the best shilling’s worth I ever paid for in my life at the 
Royat ADELAIDE GALLERY, Lowther Arcade, Strand, where indeed all the arts 
and sciences met me with open arms—a graud Promenade Concert, vocal and in- 
strumental, supported by the first performers of the day, followed by a popular Lec- 
ture on the Bude and Drummond Lights,—saw the humerous effects of the Laughing 
Gas—the wonderful Gas Microscope, and 30 magnificent Dissolving Views of 
Ghusnee, Cabul, &c. and portraits of RobertBurns, Lord Nelson, Prince Albert.&c. 

Wednesday, visit the Chinese Collection, St. George’s Place, Hyde Park Corner. 
It consists of objects exclusively Chinese, comprising upwards of 50 figures as 
large as life, in their native costume, from the highest mandarin to the mechanic ; 
and replete with articles illustrative of their manufactures, habits, and domestic 
arrangements. Also many thousand specimens, both in Natural History and Mis- 
cellaneous Curiosities, illustrating the manners, &c. of 300,000,000 Chinese. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans's 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, — quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Thursday, dropped into the Lowrmer Bazaar, in the Strand—in ad:lition to 
the usual accessories of such a place, is a Cosmorama fitted up with so much in- 
genuity that the spectator, with a very slight help from the fancy, might imagine 
that he was looking from some real cavern upon some of the most exquisite scenes 
on England’s coast. The articles are unusually reasonable, and the greatest ci- 
vility characterizes the establishment. It is very well attended, and to those who 
have not heard the Euterpeon it will be a great treat—there is no charge. 

In the evening I am to be found at ANpERTOoN’s Horz., Fleet Street, enjoying 
some delightful singing at the Harmonic Meeting held there : the principal singers 
consist of Mr. R. Cook, Mr. Bannister, Mr. Delevante, and Mr. Moody, the well- 
known comic singer. An eniment pianist presides. ‘The concert commences at 
eight, and attracts vast audiences. [Excellent dinners always ready between one 
and five o’clock,—the soups delicious, and the terms moderate. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Lrnwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester-square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s &.—PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, the Historical Tragedy of 


KING JOHN. 


King John, Mr MACREADY, 

Prince Henry, hisSon.......... Miss HOWARD, 
Geffrey Fitz-Peter, Earl of Essex..Mr ELLIS, 
William Longsword, Ear! of Salisbury, MrELTON, 
Hubert de Burgh .. MrPHELPS, 

Philip Faulconbridge,...........Mr ANDERSON, 
Philip Augustus..Mr GRAHAM, 

Lewis the Dauphin ................Mr HUDSON, 
Arch-Duke of Austria, Mr SELBY, 

Giles, Vicomte de Melun.. Mr G. BENNETT, 
Cardinal Pandulph, the Pope’s Legate, MrRYDER, 
Quween Eimer cccccscccescccsccvee Miss ELLIS, 
The Lady Constance, Miss H. FAUCIT, 
NN iio nesses ee... Miss FAIRBROTHER 


Lady Faulconbridge, Mrs SELBY. 




















After which, (28th Time) DRYDEN’s Dramatic Opera of 


King Arthur ; 


Or, The British Worthy. 


The Overture and ali the Music composed by PURCELL, with the 
exception of the Solo in “ Come follow me,” & the Pieces, “Thus 
LT infuse,” and “ O sight, thou mother of desire.” 
The whole arranged with additional accompaniments, by Mr.T. COOKE. 


Britons —King Arthur ,.. .. .. «. Mr ANDERSON, 
Conon, Duke of Cornwall, Mr G. BENNETT, 

Aurelius, Mr SELBY, Albanact, Mr MELLON, 
Cadwallon, Mr HOWELL, Ambrosius, Mr C.J. SMITH, 
Urien, MrCARLE, Merlin, MrRYDER, Minstrels,Messrs. Kedfearn,&c. 

Emmeline, Mrs STIRLING, 

Matilda, Miss ELLIS, Shepherdesses, Mrs Serle, Mrs Boden, &c. 
Sazxons.—Oswald, King of Kent, Mr GRAHAM, 
Osmond, Mr H. PHILLIPS, Guillemar, Mr WALDRON, 
(lia, Mr PAULO, Redwald, Mr BRADY, _ Cerdic, Mr KING, 

- Sacrificing Priest, Mr ALLEN, Philidel, Miss P. HORTON, 
Grimbald, Mr STRETTON, Spirit of Sleep, MrS. JONES, 
Spirits under various forms in the Visions, 

Vision of Flora—Vertumnus, Mr Webster, Flora, Miss Webster, 
Vision of Regions of Frost—Cupid, Miss ROMER, 
Genins of Frost, Mr STRETTON. 
In the Enchanted Grove—Sirens & Dryads, MissROMER, Miss Webster 
In Merlin’s Vision—Venus, Miss FAIRBROTHER, 
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This Evening, (25th Time) an English Version of ROSSINI’S 
Opera of 


SEMIRAMIDE. 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR, M. BENEDICT. 





Semiramide, Miss ADELAIDE KEMBLE, 
Arsace, Mrs ALFRED SHAW, 
BAG, 00 osecrscces..sorsvecs Be GIDE, 
Oroe, Mr LEFFLER, 
Idreno ..... 1 se seceeseeeeeeeoee Mr TRAVERS, 
Mitranes, Mr HUGHES, 
Shade of Ninus.............- Mr J. BLAND, 


Azema, Miss LEE. 
Princes of Egypt and Ethiopia—Messrs. ANDREWS & RUSSELL> 
Magi—Messrs. MORGUE, BOUCHER, WILLOUGHBY, &c. 
Satraps.—Messrs. COLLETT, MORGAN, MACARTHY &c. 





After which (25th Time) a New, Original,Comic Drama, (in Two 
Acts) written by Mr. MARK LEMON, called 


THE TURE. 


Squire Warren ,........+0. Mr F. MATTHEWS, 
Captain Flatooker, Mr W. LACY, 
a eee eens See ee WIGAN, 
Clovis Culpepper, Mr BARTLEY, 
Gallop, Mr MEADOWS, DanielDoo, MrGRANBY, | 
Aaron Tret, Mr HARLEY, : 
John Culpepper .......... Mr G. HORNCASTLE, 
Felix Doo, Master MARSHALL, 
Allsides, Mr PAYNE, John Trusty, MrRIDGWAY, 
Mrs Culpepper, Mrs HUMBY, \! 
MissWarren, Miss LEW, Fanny, Mrs EMDEN. 
In ActtI—TATTERSALL’S. 
sai Act dat —A bianded OF EPSOM ON THE DERBY DAY. 








To- -morrow, The Secret Marriage, and Masaniello. } 
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